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How to Write a Position Paper 

Writing a position paper might appear to be a daunting task, especially for 

new delegates. But with enough research, you will find that writing a position 

paper will be easy and useful. 

 

Position papers are usually one to one-and-a-half pages in length. Your 

position paper should include a brief introduction followed by a 

comprehensive breakdown of your country's position on the topics that are 

being discussed by the committee. A good position paper will not only provide 

facts but also make proposals for resolutions. 

 

Many conferences will ask for specific details in a position paper, so be sure to 

include all the required information. Most conferences will provide delegates 

a background guide to the issue. Usually, the background guide will contain 

questions to consider. Make sure that your position paper answers these 

questions. 

A good position paper will include: 

• A brief introduction to your country and its history concerning the topic 

and committee; 

• How the issue affects your country; 

• Your country's policies with respect to the issue and your country's 

justification for these policies; 

• Quotes from your country's leaders about the issue; 

• Statistics to back up your country's position on the issue; 

• Actions taken by your government with regard to the issue; 

• Conventions and resolutions that your country has signed or ratified; 
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• UN actions that your country supported or opposed; 

• What your country believes should be done to address the issue; 

• What your country would like to accomplish in the committee's resolution; 

and 

• How the positions of other countries affect your country's position. 

Position Paper tips  

• Keep it simple. To communicate strongly and effectively, avoid flowery 

wording and stick to uncomplicated language and sentence structure. 

• Make it official. Try to use the seal of your country or create an "official" 

letterhead for your position paper. The more realistic it looks, the more 

others will want to read it. 

• Get organized. Give each separate idea or proposal its own paragraph. 

Make sure each paragraph starts with a topic sentence. 

• Cite your sources. Use footnotes or endnotes to show where you found 

your facts and statistics. If you are unfamiliar with bibliographic form, look 

up the Modern Language Association (MLA) guidelines at your school's 

library. 

• Read and reread. Leave time to edit your position paper. Ask yourself if 

the organization of the paper makes sense and double-check your spelling 

and grammar. 

• Speech! Speech! Do you plan to make an opening statement at your 

conference? A good position paper makes a great introductory speech. 

During debate, a good position paper will also help you to stick to your 

country's policies. 

• Let the bullets fly. Try not to let your proposals become lost in a sea of 

information. For speechmaking, create a bulleted list of your proposals 
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along with your most important facts and statistics so that you will not lose 

time looking for them during  
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Sample Position Paper  
 

Committee: International Labor Organization 

Topic: Globalization and Development 

Country: Romania 

 

*This sample position paper was submitted by the delegation of Romania at the 

2007 UNA-USA Model UN Conference in New York City. 

 

In the past two decades the rapidly growing world trend has been toward 

globalization. With the emergence of the internet as a means of 

communication and the increasing accessibility of international trade physical 

barriers are not the only barriers withering away. Protective tariffs are 

plummeting and free trade agreements are becoming more prevalent. 

Romania appreciates that globalization creates favorable situations for 

expansion of commercial as well as economic assets. In the past year Romania 

has seen a foreign direct investment (FDI) increase of 199%. Inward FDI 

increased from EURO 234 million in 2005 to EURO 699 million in 2006. 

However, Romania realizes that increased globalization does not 

automatically produce more equality. 

 

Globalization and Development can contribute to the advancement of the 

overall international human condition; however, the delegation of Romania 

recognizes that without proper regulation the potential for advancement will 

remain limited to an elite few individuals, businesses, and nations. Unless 

checked and aimed toward the common good, globalization cannot effectively 

serve the global community. Crucial in dealing with the complexities of 

globalization, good governance must act with solidarity and responsibility. 

Romania believes that in involving people in globalization we must promote 

moral values, democratic principles, inclusive global political culture, 

institutions that safeguard both individual civil rights and inherent freedoms, 

and the common good. In addition, coping with the influx of information from 
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globalization governments must act with solidarity and insight. Access to 

digital education will undoubtedly result in the confidence of citizens in their 

respective administrations and allow for a greater degree of transparency, 

and therefore a lesser degree of corruption. 

 

Romania believes the multinational business community has the ability and 

the obligation to support pertinent values in human rights, labor standards, 

and environmental preservation. As stated by the president, Mr. Traion 

Basescu, Romania feels a "heartfelt attachment to multilateralism, as an 

effective instrument designed to identify the adequate answers to the 

challenges brought by globalization." 

 

Romania is party to the majority of multilateral treaties and conventions 

identified as such by the Secretary General in the context of the Millennium 

Summit in 2001. Romania has always supported innovative and effective ways 

of establishing cooperation within and between regional organizations. As one 

of the newest members of the European Union, Romania is an active member 

of the World Trade Organization, and looks forward to offering its support to 

the redirection of globalization to best benefit the global community.  
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Background 

Pro-democracy protests erupted in March 2011 in the 
southern city of Deraa after the arrest and torture of some 
teenagers who painted revolutionary slogans on a school 
wall. After security forces opened fire on demonstrators, 
killing several, more took to the streets. 
The unrest triggered nationwide protests demanding 
President Assad's resignation. The government's use of 
force to crush the dissent merely hardened the protesters' 
resolve. By July 2011, hundreds of thousands were taking to 
the streets across the country. 

Opposition supporters eventually began to take up arms, 
first to defend themselves and later to expel security forces 
from their local areas. 

Violence escalated and the country descended into civil 
war as rebel brigades were formed to battle 
government forces for control of cities, towns and the 
countryside. Fighting reached the capital Damascus 
and second city of Aleppo in 2012. 
By June 2013, the UN said 90,000 people had been 

killed in the conflict. By August 2015, that figure 
had climbed to 250,000, according to activists and the 
UN. 
The conflict is now more than just a battle between 
those for or against Mr Assad. It has acquired sectarian 
overtones, pitching the country's Sunni majority against 
the president's Shia Alawite sect, and drawn in regional 
and world powers. The rise of the jihadist group Islamic 
State (IS) has added a further dimension. 

War Crimes 

 
A UN commission of inquiry has evidence that all parties 
to the conflict have committed war crimes - including 
murder, torture, rape and enforced disappearances. 
They have also been accused of using civilian suffering 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-12791738
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10338256
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10338256
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/HRDAG-Updated-SY-report.pdf
https://hrdag.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/HRDAG-Updated-SY-report.pdf
http://www.un.org/press/en/2015/sc12008.doc.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01qdtql
http://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/hrc/iicisyria/pages/independentinternationalcommission.aspx
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- such as blocking access to food, water and health 
services through sieges - as a method of war. 

The UN Security Council has demanded all parties end 
the indiscriminate use of weapons in populated areas, 
but civilians continue to die in their thousands. Many 
have been killed by barrel bombs dropped by 
government aircraft on gatherings in rebel-held areas - 
attacks which the UN says may constitute massacres. 

IS has also been accused by the UN of waging a 
campaign of terror. It has inflicted severe punishments 
on those who transgress or refuse to accept its rules, 
including hundreds of public executions and 
amputations. Its fighters have also carried out mass 
killings of rival armed groups, members of the security 
forces and religious minorities, and beheaded 
hostages, including several Westerners. 

 

Chemical Weapons 
 

Hundreds of people were killed in August 2013 
after rockets filled with the nerve agent sarin were fired at 

several suburbs of Damascus. Western powers said it 
could only have been carried out by Syria's 
government, but the government blamed rebel forces. 

Facing the prospect of US military intervention, 
President Assad agreed to the complete removal and 
destruction of Syria's chemical weapons arsenal. 
The operation was completed the following year, but 
the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) has continued to document the use 
of toxic chemicals in the conflict. Investigators 

found chlorine was used "systematically and 

repeatedly" in deadly attacks on rebel-held areas 
between April and July 2014. 

https://disarmament-library.un.org/UNODA/Library.nsf/780cfafd472b047785257b1000501037/5f61477d793185d285257be8006b135a/%24FILE/A%2067%20997-S%202013%20553.pdf
https://disarmament-library.un.org/UNODA/Library.nsf/780cfafd472b047785257b1000501037/5f61477d793185d285257be8006b135a/%24FILE/A%2067%20997-S%202013%20553.pdf
https://www.opcw.org/news/article/opcw-fact-finding-mission-compelling-confirmation-that-chlorine-gas-used-as-weapon-in-syria/
https://www.opcw.org/news/article/opcw-fact-finding-mission-compelling-confirmation-that-chlorine-gas-used-as-weapon-in-syria/
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IS has also been accused of using homemade 
chemical weapons, including sulphur mustard. The 
OPCW said the blister agent was used in an attack on 

the northern town of Marea in August 2015 that killed a 
baby. 

 

Rebels and the Rise of the Jihadists 

The armed rebellion has evolved significantly since its 
inception. Secular moderates are now outnumbered by 
Islamists and jihadists, whose brutal tactics have 
caused global outrage. 
So-called Islamic State has capitalised on the chaos and 
taken control of large swathes of Syria and Iraq, where 
it proclaimed the creation of a "caliphate" in June 2014. 
Its many foreign fighters are involved in a "war within a 
war" in Syria, battling rebels and rival jihadists from the 
al-Qaeda-affiliated Nusra Front, as well as government 
and Kurdish forces. 

In September 2014, a US-led coalition launched air 
strikes inside Syria in an effort to "degrade and 
ultimately destroy" IS. But the coalition has avoided 
attacks that might benefit Mr Assad's forces. Russia 
began an air campaign targeting "terrorists" in Syria a 
year later, but opposition activists say its strikes have 
mostly killed Western-backed rebels and civilians. 

In the political arena, opposition groups are also deeply 
divided, with rival alliances battling for supremacy. The 
most prominent is the National Coalition for Syrian 
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces, backed by 
several Western and Gulf Arab states. However, the 
exile group has little influence on the ground in Syria 
and its primacy is rejected by many opponents of Mr 
Assad. 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-34056543
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-34056543
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-29052144
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Current Scenario 

Half a million Syrians have been killed in the five-year civil war. Nearly two 

and a half million children forced to become refugees. More than seven million 

forced to flee Syria including the hundreds of thousands in Europe.  

The war has left families destroyed, flattened towns and cities and left 
generations in a state of despair. Six years ago, mass protests against the 
Assad regime began in Dera'a, sparking a civil war that continues to take a 
devastating toll on the country. Tenth of Syria has been hurt or killed  

According to the Syrian Centre for Policy Research (SCPR), up to 1.9 million 
Syrians have been injured, which means that more than a tenth of the 
population has either been killed or wounded  

The think tank estimates that 470,000 people have been killed during the civil 
war, almost double the UN figure of 250,000.  

The UN tally is unlikely to represent the full picture because the organization 
stopped counting the number of those killed almost two years ago because of 
the difficulty in obtaining accurate figures. The Syrian-American Medical 
Society (Sams) said nearly 1,500 people had been killed in 161 chemical 
weapons attacks, while another 15,000 had been injured.  

Life expectancy has dropped by 15 years  

It then comes as no surprise that life expectancy has dropped from 70.5 years 
in 2010 to an estimated 55.4 years in 2015.  

At least six million people are internally displaced in Syria, according to SCPR, 
although other organizations put this figure at 7.6 million.  

Nearly four million are refugees in other countries, with 2.7 million in Turkey 
alone, according to Ankara officials. The UN children's fund, Unicef, said on 
Monday that 2.4 million children are refugees, while 400 children were among 
those killed in the war last year.  

Mike Noyes, head of humanitarian response at Action Aid, described how a 
generation has been exposed to the horrors of war.  
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"In the last five years, half of Syria’s pre-war population — more than 11 
million people — have been killed or forced to flee their homes. At the current 
rate in five years’ time Syria will be all but annihilated," he said.  

Mr Noyes added: "Currently 13.5 million people inside Syria are in need of 
humanitarian assistance. An entire generation of young people have been 
exposed to the horrors of war and denied access to basic services such as 
education and healthcare.  

"An estimated 400,000 people are living in besieged areas where 
humanitarian access is limited, and where some are dying of starvation."  

Unicef also warned of child soldiers as a "particular concern", saying an 
increasing number were being recruited to fight.  

"Children report being actively encouraged to join the war by parties to the 
conflict offering gifts and 'salaries' of up to $400 a month."  

Once boasting one of the highest literacy rates in the Middle East before the 
war, figures last year showed more than 45 per cent of children were no 
longer attending school. The report's authors warned this would have a 
"dramatic impact" on Syria's future. 

Last year saw an increase in attacks on medical facilities, the World Bank 
noted in its January 2016 analysis of the economic impact of war.  

Citing research from the World Health Organisation (WHO) and International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, more than 50 per cent of 
hospitals have been partially or completely destroyed. Many medical 
professionals have fled the country and there is a shortage of supplies.  

"Half of all medical staff have fled Syria and only one third of hospitals are 
functional. Each doctor used to look after the needs of around 600 people - 
now it's up to 4,000," Unicef said on Monday.  

The dire situation means any peace deal will not automatically solve the 
country's problems. What comes afterwards is just as crucial to ensuring the 
safety, stability and future happiness of Syrian citizens.  
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And with a 21 per cent decrease in the population in the last five years, there 
will be fewer people to rebuild the country.  

The U.S on 7th April fired dozens of cruise missiles at a government-controlled 
airbase in Syria in retaliation for a suspected chemical weapons attack on a 
rebel-held town that killed scores of civilians. 
The Pentagon said 59 Tomahawk cruise missiles were fired from two 
warships in the Mediterranean at the Shayrat airfield in Homs province, 
targeting the base from where US officials believe Tuesday's attack in Khan 
Sheikhoun had been launched. At least six people were killed in the early 
morning strike, according to the Syrian army, which denounced the US 
"aggression" as a violation of international law. 

In a statement carried by the state-run SANA news agency and read on 
television, the military said the US strikes were done on a "pretext" of the 
Khan Sheikhoun attack, without the full facts being disclosed. 
Syria's state-news agency SANA gave a death toll of nine civilians, including 
four children. 

It was the first direct military action the US has taken against Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad's forces in the the country's long-running conflict, now in its 
seventh year. 

"There can be no dispute that Syria used banned chemical weapons, violated 
its obligations under the chemical weapons convention and ignored the urging 
of the UN Security Council," US President Donald Trump said in a televised 
statement after the strike. 
Syria's opposition National Coalition hailed the US attack, saying it puts an end 
to an age of "impunity" and should be just the beginning of further military 
action against Assad's forces. Russia, a key military ally of the Assad 
government, strongly condemned the strikes, saying Washington's action 
would "inflict major damage on US-Russia ties", according to Russian news 
agencies. 

The Pentagon said that Russia had been notified ahead of the operation - but 
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson said that Washington had "sought no 
approval from Moscow". 
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Economic Impact  

In addition to being a humanitarian nightmare, the on-going Syrian conflict 
has wreaked havoc on the country's economy.  

And the damage to both human capital and infrastructure could keep 
economic growth muted going forward - even if the conflict ends within a few 
years. 

Operating under the assumption that the conflict will continue on for "several 
more years," a BMI Research team forecasts that the Syrian economy will 
contract by an average of 3.9% annually from 2016 to 2019. This will drag 
down the beleaguered economy to its early-1990s size. 

"Large-scale destruction amid the protraction of the current civil war will 
continue to damage the Syrian economy over the coming decade," the BMI 
Research team argued in a recent report. 

"We project a return to growth only in 2020, mostly reflecting low base effects 
and the influx of external funding, including humanitarian aid, and investment 
from Russia and Iran," the team continued. "Syria will become increasingly 
reliant on external assistance, especially from Iran and Russia, amid the 
depletion of government resources." 
Since 2011, all of the components of Syria's GDP have plunged - with serious 
drops in manufacturing and agriculture. The chart shows the stunning drops 
in Syria's GDP growth rates, including the estimated 25% contractions year-
over-year in 2012 and 2013.  

Exports have lost 80% of their real value from 2010 to 2015, according to 
BMI's estimates. 

Plus, oil output has dropped significantly in recent years, given that many oil 
fields are under the control of ISIS - aka the Islamic State, ISIL, or Daesh. And 
that's significant because, although Syria was not one of the world’s biggest oil 
producers, the commodity still accounted for about 50% of its exports and 
about 30% of the government's revenue in 2010.  

"We do not forecast a recovery in exports before 2021, as transportation 
infrastructure will take time to rebuild," the BMI team argued. 
Another huge, long-run economic problem facing Syria is the demographic 
catastrophe caused by the war.  
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The country's pre-war population was around 22 million, but more than 7 
million refugees have left the country to date - a number that's equal to about 
22% of that initial population.  

Moreover, about 6.6 million refugees have been displaced within Syria, 
according to an estimate by the International Displacement Monitoring 
Center. 

Another extremely scary statistic for the long run is that an estimated 4 
million Syrian children are not currently in school.  

Notably, there are also differences between different regions within the 
country, depending on whether they are controlled by the government, rebel 
groups, or the Islamic State. As the BMI research team explained in their 
report: 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that economic conditions have rapidly 
deteriorated in government-held areas, which were relatively insulated at the 
beginning of the conflict. Nevertheless, we still expect regional disparities to 
persist, with regime-controlled areas faring relatively better than rebel-held 
areas. 

[...] We expect greater economic devastation in territories controlled by rebel 
groups and IS. Since the beginning of Russian intervention in September 2015, 
frequent airstrikes have targeted rebel-held areas, resulting in large-scale 
destructions of infrastructure. According to UN estimates, almost 600,000 
people live in besieged areas - mostly in regions controlled by opposition 
forces - translating into rapid impoverishment. Despite the proclamation of a 
caliphate and the provision of aid and electricity, IS will also fail to develop 
sustainable economic institutions. The elimination of any resistance will 
continue to alienate the local populations and cause an exodus. In addition, 
offensives against IS in the region of Raqqa will likely result in further damage 
to infrastructure. 

In sum, Syria's economy has been seriously damaged by the conflict - and it's 
highly unlikely that there will be a quick fix. 
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Global Impact 

The Rise of ISIS 

It was in the vacuum of the deteriorating Syria conflict that a little-known and 

terrifically violent branch of al-Qaeda grew into the foremost terror group on the 

planet.  

In 2014, the Islamic State group completed its takeover of the eastern Syria city 

of Raqqa and went on to conquer Iraq's Mosul. It eventually took over an area 

straddling the countries' border the size of Britain - absorbing weapons, wealth, 

and personnel along the way. 

The expansion went largely unchecked by the Syrian government, busy fighting 

opponents in its more populated regions closer to the Mediterranean coast.  

IS has sparked deep anxieties in the region and around the world by 

slaughtering minorities, institutionalizing sex slavery, vanquishing state armies, 

and executing opponents in gruesome spectacles of violence. It destroyed 

heritage sites, such as temples in the ancient city of Palmyra, and fueled the 

global antiquities trade.  

The group has waged terror attacks from France to Yemen and has established a 

beachhead in northern Libya that could outlast its so-called "caliphate" in Syria 

and Iraq. Perhaps most confounding, thousands of young men and women from 

Europe - not all of Muslim origin - have flocked to join it.  

Resurgent Russia 

"There is one man on this planet who can end the civil war in Syria by making a 

phone call, and that's Mr. Putin," British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond 

said recently.  
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Russian President Vladimir Putin has established a renewed Middle East 

foothold after watching for years as the United States called shots in the region. 

Last September, after showering arms, advisers, and economic assistance on 

President Bashar Assad to insufficient effect, Putin sent his air force to pound 

the Syrian government's opponents. The recent ebb in violence is largely 

because Russia dictated it. Russia's designs for Syria are still veiled, but 

whoever leads Syria next will largely owe their chair to Putin.  

Before Syria, there was Georgia in 2008 and Ukraine in 2014, precursors to the 

current intervention, where Putin was unafraid to show the lengths he would go 

to protect perceived Russian interests. Now, Russia is positioned as a major 

broker in the region with significant oil and gas wealth. Expect political 

movements of all stripes to ask how Russia can serve their interests.  

Europe Destabilized 

When Europe fashioned its open border agreements late last century, it did not 

anticipate over a million migrants - mostly refugees from Syria - in one year 

alone, as happened in 2015. Thousands have died trying to cross by sea, posing 

a moral challenge for the continent. The stream, which continues unabated, has 

brought on both generosity and xenophobia, ultimately shaking the open-border 

arrangement to the core.  

Europeans are now erecting barriers along the migrants' Balkan route from 

Greece to Germany, after initially allowing entry to hundreds of thousands. 

Multitudes fester in squalid conditions in southeastern Europe. Many face legal 

limbo around the continent, waiting for asylum applications to be processed or 

residing without permits.  

The Islamic State attack on Paris in November, though largely perpetrated by 

French and Belgian nationals, sparked security recriminations across Europe 

and boosted nationalist politicians. Echoes could be heard as far away as the 
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United States, where Republican front-runner Donald Trump shocked many by 

proposing a ban on Muslims entering the country.  

Europe is now exploring a deal to send all migrants arriving in Greece back to 

Turkey, in exchange for admitting pre-selected refugees from Syria. On top of 

its currency crisis, the mass migration has strained Europe's unity to the limit.  

Neighbors Subverted 

Europe's migrant crisis is dwarfed by the wave of displacement that has washed 

into Syria's neighbors. Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan alone host around 4.4 

million refugees from Syria; in Lebanon, they make up more than one-fifth of 

the population.  

Syrian refugees have brought capital and labor and produced mixed economic 

outcomes in their host societies, depending on what figures are consulted.  

The Syria conflict has also ensnared militias and state actors across the region, 

destabilizing fragile neighbors like Lebanon and reawakening ethnic tensions in 

Turkey, where the Syria conflict has provoked concerns of a civil war with the 

Kurds.  

Iran’s Ascendant 

The Syria conflict has rebalanced regional axes of power. Predominantly Shiite 

Iran's sphere of influence now extends from Beirut to Tehran, with dependent 

governments in Baghdad and Damascus. The commander of the elite Quds 

Force of the vaunted Revolutionary Guards, Gen. Qassem Soleimani, has visited 

Russia and is often seen directing deployments in Syria and Iraq. Iran has 

militias in both countries said to operate outside sovereign command structures.  

In Lebanon, Iran is powerfully represented by Hezbollah, the party-militia 

hybrid that expelled Israel from the south of the country in 2000. It has sent 
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thousands of fighters to prop up Assad in Syria. Israel glumly watches its 

nemesis training with modern artillery alongside Russian and Iranian 

contingents, and fortifying its position along the Jewish state's northern border. 

Hezbollah steadily marginalizes Saudi-backed opponents in Lebanon's 

government.  

Saudi Arabia, the regional Sunni powerhouse, is struggling to maintain support 

for the mainly Sunni rebels it backs in Syria while also fighting Iran-supported 

Shiite rebels in Yemen 

 


